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Letter from Pastor Louise 

Thank You Lerner Publishing 
 
 

A big thank you to Lerning Publishing. Every year we have a book give away at the Christmas Holiday Basket 
event. Each year Lerner Publishing has donated 100’s of books for this event. I am sure, over the years, the total 

has been close to 20,000 books. Lerner Publishing continues to be a valuable partner in our ministry to the 
Messiah neighborhood, and again I say thanks.  

 

 

Grace and Peace in Our Lord Emmanuel, 
  
Ahh, we made it to the year 2020. One of my patients 
called it the year of good vision. I have thought about 
that lately and wonder what would it be like to have a 
year of good vision. How would we see things 
differently? I have always had bad eyes. I was one of 
those 4 year olds with thick glasses. Fortunately, with 
new technology I still have bad eyes but the lens’ are not 
nearly as thick. 
  
There is a song by John Michael Talbot that comes to 
mind. It says: Behold now the Kingdom; see with new 
eyes… The song goes on to recite pseudo Beatitudes 

That are very much in keeping with the teachings of 
Christ. 
  
“Blessed be those of compassion for you shall inherit 
compassion. Blessed be those who forgive for you shall 
be forgiven. You shall receive consolation only in 
reaching to give, And only in dying for others , can you 
be reborn to live.” 
  
Tough words to live by and yet, I think that in order to 
see the Kingdom of God breaking into our midst and 
truly see with new eyes we must embrace the values of 
God’s Kingdom where compassion and forgiveness are 
hallmarks of loving and seeing people as God sees us 
and others. 

  

  
  
Looking at our world through our imperfect eyes can 
bring stress, worry, fear, depression and hopelessness. 
But Kingdom eyes reinforce that Jesus came that we 
may have life AND light. Kingdom eyes bring hope and 
promise knowing that God is going to give us the 
strength to forgive, the strength to show compassion and 
the ability to Love because God first loves us. 
  
So in this year 2020, the year of good vision, my prayer 
is that we may have good vision to see God working in 
and around us. We may open ourselves to the Holy 
Spirit who will let us know: Behold the Kingdom, see 

with new eyes. 
  

Blessings and Peace,  
  

Pastor Louise 



 Gree t ings  f rom Mess iah   

The next day John again was standing with two of his 

disciples, 

and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, 

“Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 

The two disciples heard him say this, and they 

followed Jesus. 

When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said 

to them, 

“What are you looking for?” 

John 1:35-38a 

 

People of Messiah, as we journey into this year of 

2020, which is still pretty new, I think Jesus’ question 

to those two disciples is an important question for 

each one of us to ask of ourselves. 

 

“What are you looking for?” 
 
What are you looking for—for yourself? What are you 
looking for—for your family/friends. What are you 
looking for—for this congregation? What are you 
looking for—for your neighborhood/places of work/
places of leisure? 
 
To be sure, this question can be answered quickly and 
casually. But what if we explored our hearts while we 
lived with this question for a while. What if we thought 
about that when I come to church, when I pray, when I 
read or listen to Scripture—what am I looking for? Also, 
since we’ve been discussing stewardship and generosity 
in our congregational life, what if I thought about what I 
am looking for when I practice generosity—when I 
work on becoming a more effective steward? 
 
I seem to quickly answer this question by saying, “Well, 
I’m looking for Jesus, of course!” And I indeed am 
looking for Jesus—and finding Him in worship, in Holy 
Baptism, in Holy Communion, in people, and in 

situations. But may I suggest this—we’re not the only 
ones doing the looking. The Bible tells us—it declares to  
us, it proclaims to us, it sings out to us that Jesus is also 
looking—looking for us—for you and for me. 

When Jesus looks at you and me—it’s a look that breaks 
through our insecurities, fears, 
doubts, guilt, shame, loneliness, 
and calls out who you and me 
really are—God’s Beloved 
Children dripping with potential,  
 
possibilities, hopes, dreams, 
dripping with Abundant Life in 
Christ! I mean, for example, 
Jesus looked at Simon who was a 

fisherman and saw Peter, the 
Rock. Jesus looked at a Samaritan woman who was 
drawing water at a well and saw someone who would 
bring many people to faith. Jesus looked at Saul who 
was persecuting Christians and saw Paul, the Apostle 
and writer of much of the New Testament. 
 
Sisters and Brothers, Jesus looks at you and me and sees 
who we really are—God’s Beloved, created in the Very 
Image of God, and upon whom God’s Glory and Grace 
is shining! From our Stewardship “Pledge and 
Opportunity Worksheet 2020”, we know that God 
wants to do great things through each one of us! 

 
In this new year I’m working on seeing more as Jesus 
sees—not seeing in fear or judgment or narrowness, but 
seeing courageously and gracefully and inclusively. I’m 
still a work in progress—but I am a work in progress! 
Will you join me in working to look as Jesus looks, see 
as Jesus sees, and even love as Jesus loves? Even being a 
work in progress in these things will help make 2020 a 
great and exciting year! 
 
Continued New Year’s Blessings! 
 
Pr. Tom 

Pastor Tom’s Tidbits! 

 Communi ty  News  
Book Club 

.Every first Tuesday of each month we will be hosting book club at 6:30pm. For more information on the book 
selection please contact Mary at 651-321-1967 
 

Readers for Worship &  

Middle Hour Coffee Servers 
 
Middle Hour Coffee Servers 
February 2nd  Mary & Greg Lundquist 
February 9th  Pat & David Shirley 
February 16th  no 9am service 
February 23rd  Janet and Jerry Larson  
March 1st  Pam Sundberg & Susan Hubbard 
March 8th  Peggy & Rod Nerdahl                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
March 15th  Jocelyn Palmer & Renee Sayles 
March 22nd  Desiree & Randi Church 
March 29th  Pastor Tom & Pastor Louise Britts 

 
 
 
Would you like to help serve the church by reading or 
providing coffee hour? Please email Messiah’s office at 612-
871-8831 to volunteer. Thank you! 

Men & Women’s Breakfast 
 

 
Gather with us in community for a warm breakfast 
followed by great Bible Study discussion and fellow-
ship!  
 Saturday, February  8th, at 9:00am 
 Saturday, March  14h, at 9:00am 
 
Contact Rich Olson for more information. 

 Dates  to  Remember  

Birthdays at Messiah 

 

Messiah Prayer Chain  
 

 

If you have a concern you’d like included in the prayer 
chain, please call Rich at Messiah, call the church 
office, or make note of it on the yellow sheet located in 

the Sunday bulletin. Your confidentiality will be respected. 
If you wish to become part of Messiah’s Prayer Chain 
contact the Messiah office and let your desire be known. 
 
These coming months we keep in our prayers: Bryce and 
Sandy suffering from health problems, Evelyn Eddans, 
Maxine Cochrane, Pr. Marbury Anderson, Susan 
Hubbard, Tim Bussen, Tom Keating,  Cietta Fay 
Tappin,,  and Tony Pearson  

March 

Barbara Simmons   2 
Micke Jenkins    4  
Debora Holmes  5  
Jane Loch   6 
Hakeem Smith   6 
Brian Snow   6 

Cyntura Mantilla  7 
Dennis Johnson  8 
Karl Norman   11 
Destiny Chapman  13 
Mark Comer   14 
Arnisha Jones   14 
Louise Britts   17 
Barbara Merritt  17 
Noelani Smith   17 
Jeri Ladurini   19 
Kenny Council   20 
Dale Howie   21 
Dominic Carson  23 

Marie Thomas   24 
Matthew Comer  24 
Raven McMillan  24 
Yasmin Strickland  24 
Diane Hottinger  25 
Adeline Leraas   26 
Rachel Martinez-Nerdahl 26 
Bradley Nerdahl  26 
Jason Craft   27 
Cheetara McKinley  27 
Elizabeth Namarra  29 

Matthew Xiong 3 
Peggy Nerdahl 12 
Rick Hokanson 16 
Janet Larson 18 
Timothy Holmes 21 
Gregory Lundquist 22 
Evelyn Eddans 25 
Marilyn Frazer 25 

Craig Lewis 25 
Khalia Comer 25 

February 

Happy Birthday 
From 

Messiah  



Staf f  & Scr ip ture  

Food Shelf  Dates 
 
 
8:30am, Friday, February 14 

8:30am, Saturday, February 22 
 
8:30am, Friday, March 13 
8:30am, Saturday, March 28 

 
Volunteers to help set-up or 
prepare breakfast are always 
welcome— please call ahead 

Messiah Staff 

Co-Pastor Rev. Louise Britts  

PrBritts@messiahmpls.org 

 

Co-Pastor Rev. Tom Gustafson 

tom@messiahmpls.org 

 

Outreach Coordinator Rich Olson 

rich@messiahmpls.org 

 

Co-Office Manager Destiny Chapman  

office@messiahmpls.org 

 

Co-Office Manager Lokho Ali  

lokho@messiahmpls.org 

 

Accountant Marie Thomas  

accounting@messiahmpls.org 

  

Praise Worship Music Leader  

Bruce A. Henry  

bahlove@aol.com 

 

Organist Debora Holmes  

holmesdebora@gmail.com 

Scripture Readings for February & March 
Sunday February 2nd 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 15, 1 
Corinthians 1:18-31,  
Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Sunday February 9th 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a[9b-12], Psalm 112:1
-9[10], 1 Corinthians 2:1-12[13-
16], Matthew 5:13-20 
 

Sunday February 16th 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  
Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Sirach 
15:15-20, Psalm 119:1-8, 1 
Corinthians 3:1-9, Matthew 5:21-
37 
 

Sunday February 23rd 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Exodus 24:12-18, Psalm 2 or 
Psalm 99, 2 Peter 1:16-21, 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Wednesday February 26th 

Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2,12-17; Isaiah 58:1-12, 
Psalm 51:1-17,2 Corinthians 
5:20b—6:10, Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 

 

 

March 1st 

First Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 2:15-17;3:1-7, Psalm 32, 
Romans 5:12-19, Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Sunday March  8th 

Second Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 12:1-4a, Psalm 121, 
Romans 4:1-5,13-17, John 3:1-17 
 

Sunday March 15th 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, Romans 
5:1-11, John 4:5-42 
 

Sunday March 22nd 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, 
Ephesians  5:8-14, John 9:1-41 
 

Sunday March 29th 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, 
Romans 8:6-11, John 11:1-45 

Destiny Chapman before her maternity leave 

Annual Meeting Reminder 
Make sure your calendar includes our 
upcoming Annual Meeting! Following the 
11:00 service on Sunday, February 9th. 
Join us to develop this Beloved 
Community.  

 Youth News 

Confirmation Reminder for February & March!  
Messiah and Augustana have been enjoying a great 2019-2020 Confirmation year together while studying and 

discussing The Ten Commandments, The Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Prayer, and The Sacraments. Now in the 
new year we will be placing the Bible next to Luther’s Small Catechism and study and discuss both of them 
together! We are discovering that if we carry the Bible when we are young—the Bible will carry us when we are 
old. And we have learned that it is always good to be regular Bible readers as we all continue to build a solid faith 
foundation for our lives. We continue to meet on Wednesdays from 5:30pm – 6:30pm. At 6:30pm until 7:00pm 
we all share a dinner together! 
 
In February we will be meeting at Augustana on the following dates: 
February 5 
February 12 
February 19 
Wednesday, February 26 is Ash Wednesday and we will worship together. 
 
For March, we will be participating in Midweek Lent Activities on Wednesdays. Please stay tuned for 

Confirmation class announcements! 
 
Remember! Confirmation events are open to all 6th – 12th graders! They are fun and interactive times—bringing 
friends together, making new friends, worship planning and leading, neat field trips, and great food! Anytime you 
are welcome to join with us—so join with us! 
 
For more information about Confirmation—contact Pr. Tom! 

 
 
Messiah’s Youth Leadership Team (YLT) will meet right after the Messiah Praise Worship on Sunday, February 
2 and Sunday, March 8. As usual, we’ll bring lunch from the Sunday Fellowship Lunch to the Inner Room, catch 
up for a while, and then get going with our meeting! 
 
The Gate—Messiah’s Youth Drop-In and Resource Center—will have an event on Saturday, February 1 and 
Saturday, March 7. February’s event will be basketball and games and conversation and pizza. In March—
depending on snow cover, maybe snow-shoeing or cross-country skiing! We need your ideas and help to pull off 
these big monthly events! A Youth Winter Retreat at Luther Park is on our minds too. And high school meet-up 
times on Sunday mornings are in the works. 
 
And again just to remind you that the ELCA Youth Gathering is happening here in Minneapolis in the Summer 
of 2021! Our Messiah group also participates in the MYLE (Multicultural Youth Leadership Event), also in 

Minneapolis, right before the Gathering! 
 
So come and hang out and offer ideas and listen and ask questions and wonder with us at these YLT meet-up 
times. You and your ideas are always welcome—and needed! We will grow this ministry—and grow ourselves in 
the process! Contact Pr. Tom for questions or more info. 
 
See you February 2 and March 8 for YLT! 



 

Church Council Co-President AnnE Keating: Excerpt of Desiderata  

GO PLACIDLY AMID THE 

NOISE AND THE HASTE, AND 

REMEMBER WHAT PEACE 

THERE MAY BE IN SILENCE. 

AS FAR AS POSSIBLE, 

WITHOUT SURRENDER, BE 

ON GOOD TERMS with all 

persons. 

Speak your truth quietly and 

clearly; and listen to others, even 

to the dull and the ignorant; they 

too have their story. 

 

Avoid loud and aggressive 

persons; they are vexatious to the 

spirit. If you compare yourself 

with others, you may become 

vain or bitter, for always there 

will be greater and lesser persons 

than yourself. Enjoy your 

achievements as well as your 

plans.  

 

Keep interested in your own 

career, however humble; it is a 

real possession in the changing 

fortunes of time. Exercise caution 

in your business affairs, for the 

world is full of trickery. But let 

this not blind you to what virtue 

there is; many persons strive for 

high ideals, and everywhere life is 

full of heroism. 

 

 

 

Be yourself. Especially do not 

feign affection. Neither be cynical 

about love; for in the face of all 

aridity and disenchantment, it is 

as perennial as the grass. 

 

Take kindly the counsel of the 

years, gracefully surrendering the 

things of youth. Nurture strength 

of spirit to shield you in sudden 

misfortune. But do not distress 

yourself with dark imaginings. 

Many fears are born of fatigue 

and loneliness. Beyond a 

wholesome discipline, be gentle 

with yourself.  

 

You are a child of the universe no 

less than the trees and the stars; 

you have a right to be here. And 

whether or not it is clear to you, 

no doubt the universe is 

unfolding as it should.  

 

Therefore be at peace with God, 

whatever you conceive Him to 

be. And whatever your labors and 

aspirations, in the noisy 

confusion of life, keep peace in 

your soul. With all its sham, 

drudgery and broken dreams, it is 

still a beautiful world. Be careful. 

Strive to be happy. 

 Minis t r y  Happenings  
Community Bible Study 

Community Bible Study meets weekly on Tuesdays! Please join us as we enhance our understanding of the 
lectionary from the preceding Sunday. We share day-to-day experiences, and learn how God’s Word has 

significance and application in our own lives.  
Tuesdays: 10:30 am - 12:00 followed by lunch 

 

Noon Community Meal 
Come for a free community lunch and connect with neighbors every Thursday at noon in the large Centrum room 

at the Center for Changing Lives. Together we build a beloved community. Volunteers to prepare the meal are 
always needed starting at 9:00am. Call us if you’d like to help! 612-871-8831. Thursdays: 12:00 - 1:00 pm 

 

Midweek Adult Bible Study 
On Wednesday evenings, Pastor Louise leads a casual service including song, bible study conversation focused on 

a Biblical text, and prayer. Bible study participants eat in fellowship preceding the short service/study. This study 
is a great opportunity to connect for those with a busy weekday schedule.  

Wednesdays: 6:30pm, dinner served 

 

Messiah Prays 
Would you be interested in contributing to Messiah’s prayer ministry by writing prayers taking into account the 
seasons, events, and rhythm of the Church calendar and community happenings? If writing installments of short 

weekly prayers to guide shared prayer would be a rewarding volunteer opportunity for you, please contact the 
office by emailing office@messiahmpls.org. 

 

 
Adolph and Dean to the rescue.  They resuscitated two of our valued pieces of furniture. They are from St. 
Stephen, our partner church in Bloomington. We give them a great big thank you! 

 Thank  You! !  


