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 Wishing you a Blessed New Year— May God’s presence go with you!  
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C h u r c h  &  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s l e t t e r  

“And I said to the man who stood at 

the gate of the year: 

‘Give me a light that I may tread 

safely into the unknown.’ 

And he replied: 

‘Go out into the darkness and put 

your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light 

and safer than a known way.’” 

Minnie Louise Haskins 
 
God’s Blessings to you in this New Year! God has 
brought our congregation, and each one of us, to this 
new year—and called each one of us to place our hand 
into God’s Hand—and to be Beloved Community in 

Christ! In 2019 we have experienced a wonderful year of 
ministry together! It has been a journey—an adventure—
that has been covered with God’s Presence and Grace! 
 
We have observed a meaningful Advent Season—
preparing for the coming of Christ! We have celebrated a 
wonderful Christmas Season—joyfully welcoming the 
birth of our Savior Jesus! On Sunday, January 5 we will 
launch into the beautiful Epiphany Season of the church 
year. Epiphany means “to reveal”, “to make known”, 
and in this season following the twelve days of Christmas 
Jesus is “revealed” as the Son of God and the Savior of 
the world! Indeed, in Jesus, “God is with us.” (Matthew 
1:23). 

Epiphany is a great time to think about who Jesus is to 

you, and who I am as a part of the Body of Christ. 
Maybe Epiphany is a good time to bring to life 
something that author Anne Lamott said—“I really 
believe that God’s idea of a good time is also to see us 
sharing what we have worked so hard to have…” And 
maybe this season of Epiphany will call to my attention 
that maybe it’s been a long time since I’ve told someone 
that I love them, or that I forgive them, or that I 
appreciate them. Maybe it will remind me that it’s been 
too long since I’ve thanked someone, or simply greeted 
someone. Epiphany is a wonderful time to do these 
things. 
 
Who knows, just maybe placing our hand into the Hand 

of God will help us to do such things. 
 
Who knows, just maybe it will help us grow in the grace 
and knowledge of Jesus. 
 
Who knows, just maybe it will help us all grow as God’s 
Beloved Community. 
 
Who knows, just maybe. 
 
God Bless and Keep you in 2020! 
 
Pr. Tom 

Tom’s Tidbits! 

Church Council President AnnE Keating: Readings Excerpts from Soul Weavings  

God of joy, thank you for the gift of a good laugh.   that our joy will be the sure sign of your presence  

Like music and love, it speaks all languages  in this world that needs you so much 

And has a healing power all its own.     

Help us to remember     Pat Corrick Henton 

There is nothing life-giving about being gloomy. 

Let our belief in you and our trust in your care 

be so complete 



 Gree t ings  f rom Mess iah   

Letter from Pastor Louise 

“Do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will 
be with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9 — 

At my chaplain job with Optage Hospice, we have been 
studying the book of Joshua.  We call it the Joshua 
Journey.  As I write this we are coming to the close of 
2019 and the beginning of 2020.  As we begin this New 
Year, it is nice to receive the warm Happy new Year’s 
greeting but many of us need more.  We need more 
than a hopeful greeting from the people around us. We 
need to listen to what God told Joshua about 3,400 
years ago. As Joshua was about to lead God's people 

into the Promised Land, he had reason to be afraid. He 
had an enormous task ahead of him, and he was well 
aware of the dangers that he and the people would soon 
be facing. He needed God's encouragement. 

A new year brings lots of questions: Will our health 
hold? Will our relationship last? Will I be able to hang 
on to my job? Will I get into the right school? Will I 
live to see the end of this year? Will the economy 
improve? Will there be a terrorist attack or some 
natural disaster that takes me or my loved ones?  

The Creator of the universe comes to us and says, 
"Don't be afraid; don't be discouraged."  God will walk 
with us giving us the strength and courage we need to 
face each day.    

God said to Joshua and to us: "The LORD your God 
will be with you wherever you go."  Many years later, 
the Lord Jesus made the same promise when he said, "I 
am with you always" (Matthew 28:20). 

So, as we approach this new year a prayerful resolution 
might be to dedicate time each day to reflect on God’s 

presence in your life.  To be still and grow in aware of 
God’s presence and strength.  Then walk into 202 with 
the full knowledge that God has your back.. Be not 
afraid.  

Blessings and Peace… 

Happy New Year 

Pastor Louise Britts 

Readings Excerpts from Soul Weavings by Lyn Klug continued 

There is quiet at the dawning of the day.     From silly devotions  
A quiet that awaits the awakening of souls,    And from sour-faced saints 
As all that God Intends is given birth,     good Lord, deliver us 
And Jesus is the Lord of all the garden of the earth.   Teresa of Avila, Spain (1515-1582) 

 

There is healing in the fullness of the light,    
A healing that begins in the terror of the night 
While splinters of the peace we shattered fly, 
You, O wounded one, are gently putting things to right. 
 

Did we believe the earth could be so new, 
The knots untied, the torture through, 
Judgement exchanged for beauteous grace? 
Stand tall all prisoners of the human race! 
 

There is victory in the coming of the Lord, 
A wider, fuller peace than any soul has ever known. 
What daring love is this which grants us stand 
Redeemed and whole and holding the triumphant Prince 
We praise our Lord’s dear name with all our power! 
His is the reign, this the hour! 

Readers for Worship &  

Middle Hour Coffee Servers 
 
Middle Hour Coffee Servers 
January 5th  Pam Sundberg & Susan Hubbard 
January 12th  Pastor Tom & Pastor Louise 
January 19th  Jocelyn Palmer & Renee Sayles 
January 26th  Desiree & Randi Church  
  

 
 
 
Would you like to help serve the church by reading or 
providing coffee hour? Please email Messiah Office or call the 
office at 612-871-8831 to volunteer. Thank you! 

 Dates  to  Remember  

Birthdays at Messiah 

 

Messiah Prayer Chain  
 

 

If you have a concern you’d like included in the prayer 
chain, please call Rich at Messiah, call the church office, or 
make note of it on the welcome sheet located in the 
Sunday bulletin. Your confidentiality will be respected. If 
you wish to become part of Messiah’s Prayer Chain 
contact the Messiah office and let your desire be known. 
 
These coming months we keep in our prayers: 

Evelyn Eddans, Maxine Cochrane, Pr. Marbury 

Anderson, Susan Hubbard, Tim Bussen, Tom 

Keating,  Cietta Fay Tappin,,  and Tony Pearson  
We pray for God’s guidance and support in Messiah’s ministry 
and we pray for God’s vision for Messiah to be revealed.  

January 
Nancy Hargrave 5 
Boyer Newton 7 
Juneal Peterson 8 
Jon Melhus 10 
Robert Goldsmith  10 
Catherine Arnevik 11 
Christine Corvah            11 
Randi Church 12 
Paula Johnson 12 
Billy Jones 13 

Songra Willis 13 
Michael DuBois  14 
Gina Dupuis 18 
Tina Watson 22 
Keith La Chappelle 23 
Falicia Carter 27 
Clyde Casstevens  30 
Fatima Comer  30 
Roxanne Cunningham  31 
Dorothy Bates 31 Happy Birthday 

From 
Messiah  



Staf f  & Scr ip ture  

Food Shelf  Dates 
 
8:30am, Friday, January 10 
8:30am, Saturday, January 25 

 
 
Volunteers to help set-up or prepare 
breakfast are always welcome— 
please call ahead 

Messiah Staff 

Co-Pastor Rev. Louise Britts  

PrBritts@messiahmpls.org 

 

Co-Pastor Rev. Tom Gustafson 

tom@messiahmpls.org 

 

Outreach Coordinator Rich Olson 

rich@messiahmpls.org 

 

Co-Office Manager Destiny Chapman  

office@messiahmpls.org 

 

Co-Office Manager Lokho Ali  

lokho@messiahmpls.org 

 

Accountant Marie Thomas  

accounting@messiahmpls.org 

  

Praise Worship Music Leader  

Bruce A. Henry  

bahlove@aol.com 

 

Organist Debora Holmes  

holmesdebora@gmail.com 

Scripture Readings for January  
Sunday January 5th 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14; Sirach 24:1-12; 
Psalm 147:12-20; Wisdom 10:15-
21; Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:[1-9] 
10-18 
 

Sunday January 12th 

Baptism of Our Lord 
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 
10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Sunday January 19th 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 
Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

 

Sunday January 26th 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 
Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 
4:12-23 

 
 

Every bunny is welcome  at Messiah 

 Youth News 
The first meeting of Messiah’s Youth Leadership Team 
(YLT) in 2020 will be on Sunday, 
January 12! As usual, we invite you to bring your lunch 
from the Sunday Fellowship Lunch to the Inner Room 
right after the Messiah Praise Worship Service. We’ll 
check in with one another and then get going with our 
meeting! 
 
Here’s some things already in the works: We will 
evaluate the Gate event from Saturday, January 4, and 
then plan the next Gate event—scheduled for Saturday, 
February 1 from 6:00PM – 8:00PM. We need help to 
plan publicity and logistics for this event. Skyzone is a 
possibility! The annual Do Justice Retreat will be 

Sunday and Monday, January 19-20. Also, there is talk 
about a Winter Retreat at Luther Park! We will also 
evaluate last month’s Youth Reunion Breakfast and see 
what we learned from that event! 

Plus—talk is heating up about the ELCA Youth 
Gathering here in Minneapolis in the Summer of 2021. 
Our Messiah group also participates in the Multicultural 
Youth Leadership Event (MYLE), also in Minneapolis, 
right before the Gathering! 
 
So come and hang out with us—and bring your energy 
and ideas with you! We will grow this ministry—and 
grow ourselves in the process! Contact Pr. Tom for 
questions or more info. 
 
We’ll catch you on Sunday, January 12 for YLT 2020! 

 Confirmation Events for January 
CONFIRMATION FOR JANUARY, 2020 

 

The next time we meet for our Confirmation Events will be in 2020! Messiah and Augustana have been 

enjoying a great 2019-2020 Confirmation year together while studying and discussing The Ten 

Commandments, The Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Prayer, and The Sacraments. We are continually 

discovering how these foundations of our faith continue to have great relevance for our lives today! After 

taking Wednesday, January 1 off for New Year’s Day, we will begin our January events—continuing to meet 

on Wednesdays from 5:30pm – 6:30pm. At 6:30pm until 7:00pm we all enjoy a tasty dinner together! 

 

The dates for January Confirmation Events are: January 8 

January 15 

January 22 

January 29 

 

Class events are at Messiah for January. 

 

These Confirmation events are open to all 6th – 12th graders! They are fun and interactive times—bringing 

friends together, making new friends, worship planning and leading, neat field trips, and great food! Anytime 

is a good time to join with us—so join with us! 

 

For more information about Confirmation—contact Pr. Tom! 



 Minis t r y  Happenings  
Community Bible Study 

Community Bible Study meets weekly on Tuesdays! Please join us as we enhance our understanding of the 
lectionary from the preceding Sunday. We share day-to-day experiences, and learn how God’s Word has 

significance and application in our own lives.  
Tuesdays: 10:30 am - 12:00 followed by lunch 

 

Noon Community Meal 
Come for a free community lunch and connect with neighbors every Thursday at noon in the large Centrum room 

at the Center for Changing Lives. Together we build a beloved community. Volunteers to prepare the meal are 
always needed starting at 9:00am. Call us if you’d like to help! 612-871-8831. Thursdays: 12:00 - 1:00 pm 

 

Midweek Adult Bible Study 
On Wednesday evenings, Pastor Louise leads a casual service including song, bible study conversation focused on 
a Biblical text, and prayer. Bible study participants eat in fellowship preceding the short service/study. This study 

is a great opportunity to connect for those with a busy weekday schedule.  
Wednesdays: 6:30pm, dinner served 

 

Messiah Prays 
Would you be interested in contributing to Messiah’s prayer ministry by writing prayers taking into account the 
seasons, events, and rhythm of the Church calendar and community happenings? If writing installments of short 

weekly prayers to guide shared prayer would be a rewarding volunteer opportunity for you, please contact the 
office by emailing office@messiahmpls.org. 

 

 Communi ty  News  
 
 

 


